cremated.  My purpose is served by the present arrangement
for which I thank the Government.
Yours etc.,
M. K. Gandhi
Secretary to the
Government of Bombay (H.D.),
Poona.
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"Morarji Castle",
Mahabaleshwar,
27th May, 1945
The Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department, Bombay
Dear Sir,
I refer you to my letter of 6th May 1944 written from the
Detention Camp.
Uptil recently there has been no hitch about friends and
relatives going to the samadhis of the two departed ones, my
wife and Shri Mahadev DesaL But a hitch occurred recently.
Tactful handling made devotion fairly possible during fixed
hours. Now comes the rumour that H. H. the Aga Khan's Palace
is about to be occupied by the Military and in that event, devo-
tion may not be permitted at all. I can only hope that the fear
is wholly unjustified.
In my letter of 6th May 1944 to the Government I reduced
my cotention to writing to the effect that "by reason of the
cremation of the corpses of Shri Mahadev Desai and then my
wife the place of cremation which has been fenced off becomes
consecrated ground. The party has daily visited the ground twice
and offered floral tributes to the departed spirits and said
prayers. I trust that the plot will be acquired by the Govern-
ment with the right of way to it through H. H. the Aga Khan's
grounds, so as to enable those relatives and friends, who wish,
to visit the cremation ground whenever they like." To this the
following reply was received:
"I am to inform you that it is legally Impossible for Government
to acquire the site compulsorily under the Land Acquisition Act.
Government considers that the matter is one for private negotiations
between you and His Highness the Aga Khan. I am to add, however,
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